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July, 2010
Dear Shomrei Emunah Family:

As we approach the Yamim Noraim, we are very energized by the commitment and energy that has been generated over this summer. This energy has been contagious as I have been approached by many members who are looking to become more involved in so many aspects of our shul. I would like to acknowledge all those who have been instrumental in helping with the planning for the Yamim Noraim but Baruch Hashem they are too numerous to list in this letter. Much work, preparation and attention to detail goes into this planning and I am grateful to all the volunteers who have stepped up to the plate on behalf of the shul.

This will be our second year in our beautiful new Sanctuary. The Sanctuary has maintained its beauty both in the physical and spiritual sense. Sponsorship opportunities are still available as we continue to beautify our Makom Torah and Tefilla. We welcome all those who will be spending Yom Tov at Shomrei Emunah and wish you a year of good health, parnassa and eternal happiness.


MEMBERSHIP DUES 
We are pleased to announce that there will be NO increase in membership dues for the coming year.
MINYANIM

The minyanim this year are as follows:
Main Sanctuary minyan – in the Sanctuary
Combined “Auxiliary” and “8:15 minyan” – in the Social Hall

SEATS FOR YOMIM NORAIM – Main Minyan

As he has done in the past, Hillel Soclof will be in charge of seating for the main minyan. Due to the new layout in the Main Sanctuary, i.e., in the men’s section tables were added and in the women’s section rows of chairs have been added and/or removed, the protocol for assigning seats and the assignment of seats is being revised. All seats will be assigned on a first come first served basis, no exceptions. Hillel will be accepting seating requests in person only, in Classroom 3, on the following dates and times: Sunday, August 1 from 8-10:00 a.m, on Monday, August 2, Wednesday, August 4, Thursday, August 5 from 7-9:00 p.m.; and Sunday, August 8 from 8:00-10:00 a.m.

In order to obtain your seat, your shul account must be in good financial standing. All account balances must be cleared, with the office, prior to meeting with Hillel. A completed seat reservation form together with full payment for the seats, i.e., check or filled out credit card payment form, must be submitted to Hillel when your reservation is made. NO SEATING PLACEMENTS WILL BE ASSIGNED PRIOR TO AUGUST 1ST AT 8:00 A.M. You may also submit your reservation and payments to the shul office, which will date stamp them and then seats will be assigned after the Monday, August 2 seating session. We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

SEATS FOR YOMIM NORAIM – Combined “Auxiliary” and “8:15 minyan” – in the Social Hall
As in prior years, Alan Taragin and Chaim Wealcatch will coordinate seating arrangements for the Combined “Auxiliary” and “8:15 minyan” – in the Social Hall. For seating requests, please e-mail Alan Taragin at Altcpa@comcast.net or indicate your request on the enclosed seating form. 
Please note that Seats will not be assigned, in either minyan, until:

a. All outstanding balances to the shul are current and

b. Payment in full for all seats is received or approved financial arrangements have been made.

If you would like to discuss or inquire about your account balance, please contact the office at 410-358-8604, ext. 2 or email shira@shomreiemunah.org or office@shomreiemunah.org. 
ALIYOS

Similar to last year, we will be selling the Aliyos, at both minyanim, via a bid process. Please use the enclosed bidding form or send an email to ShomreiAliyos@gmail.com (main minyan) or Altcpa@comcast.net (combined minyan) and simply indicate the amount you would like to bid on a particular aliyah. Please note the opening bid amounts are indicated on the enclosed bidding form. The information with the highest current bid amount as well as the initials of the highest bidder will be available on the shul’s website. We will, IM”H, update the website every few days. Bid amounts must be made in $10 increments. Please note that in order to place a bid, the member must be in good financial standing. Please feel free to bid on an aliyah for someone you would like to honor. We hope that this initiative (used by many shuls around the world) will generate much needed income for the shul.

APPEALS

As we did last year, the shul will be having two appeals. The first appeal will be on Rosh Hashana and will be the long standing Israel Bonds Appeal. Please participate in this important project which is not only an investment but helps the State of Israel. A strong level of participation from the shul helps make a favorable impression in the broader Jewish community.

The second appeal will be held on Yom Kippur. This appeal is to directly benefit the shul’s annual operating costs. We urge you to use the holiest day of the year, a day with which we use tzedaka as a form of teshuva, to support our shul in a substantial way. 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT SPONSORSHIPS

Sponsorships for floral arrangements for the bimah are available for both Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur at $150 each. If you would like to sponsor a floral arrangement, please contact the shul office at 410-358-8604 or e-mail:  shira@shomreiemunah.org.

SEATING GUIDELINES/REMINDERS
USING SEAT(S) FOR ONLY ROSH HASHANA OR YOM KIPPUR:
Individuals who plan to use their seat for only one of the Yomim Noraim (i.e. either Rosh Hashana or Yom Kippur) should indicate this on the Seat Reservation Form.  Vacated seats will then be available for reassignment.  All seats whether used for both Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur or only one of the holidays will be charged the full seat amount.

PAYMENT:  Payment for seats, as well as for any other outstanding shul obligations, can be made either by check or credit card. Payment must be included with submitted reservation forms.  SEAT RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE BILLED.
NON-MEMBER SEATING:  Please remit payment at non-member prices for anyone outside your immediate family (spouse, children) for whom you are requesting seats.  Seating our members’ families is a priority, so please note that members who purchase seats for non-member relatives will be given priority in an effort to accommodate the member family’s request. 

KAVOD HA’TEFILAH:  In order to maintain proper kavod ha’tefilah, please adhere to the shul policy that decorum must be upheld within the shul during the entire Yomim Noraim davening. Parents who bring their children of appropriate age into shul for parts of davening or shofar blowing are responsible to make sure that their children behave appropriately. For children who are not yet capable of sitting in shul we have once again arranged for babysitting. Please make all necessary arrangements for your children in advance of Yom Tov.  

DEADLINE:  The deadline for ordering seats is Friday, August 20, 2010.

Shul life at Shomrei Emunah is vibrant. Our new facility is able to accommodate many programs. We hope that you share in the excitement and find our shul to be a Makom Tefillah & Torah that makes you proud. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. Best wishes for a K’siva V’chasima Tova, 

Dr. Jonathan Lasson, President
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